The Story of British Diplomacy
between England and other nations during shorter or longer periods. England's dealings with her European neighbours only began to be methodised under the first Tudor sovereign in the sixteenth century. Long before that, however, and almost from prehistoric times, the isolated points of contact between these islands and Continental states had been numerous as well as, in some instances, so significant or suggestive as to prepare a rude and insular race for the amenities of peaceful intercourse with countries beyond the four seas ; they formed the preparatory school of diplomacy itself. The Western barbarians, described by the Roman poet as remote outcasts from civilisation, thus began to acquire an international status when, after the invasion of their land by the Roman legions, a British princess became the mother of the future emperor who made Christianity the State religion. Before the Welsh or Irish missionaries and the coming" of Augustine, Ethelbert's marriage to Bertha, the daughter of the Prankish king, had planted the Cross in Kent. The Latin priest, Birinus, and others of his order who may have followed Augustine were additional links in the chain connecting primitive Britain with the capital of the world. These ties were from time to time drawn closer by the many early British sovereigns who, on the warning of conscience or sickness, retired to Italy that they might breathe their last on soil which the Apostles had trod. Met on his journey thither by the King of France, Charles the Bald, Ethelwulf passed a year in Italy; the purpose of his visit was the presentation to the Vicar of Christ of his son the future King Alfred who already had the pope for his godfather. A Saxon